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SUBJECT New Warkesinis Party 


4. The formation of the important New Markeginis Party by Senator Spyros 
Markesinis was dona with the "blessing" of King George and under the 
. Guidance of Pipimmelis, one of the King'a advisers. The party now 
controls 25 votes in Par » and there is a strong possibility that 
the followers of Phillip Dragoumis and Stephan Stephanopoulos will merge 
with the new perty. 


é. Having proclaimed its disepproval of the policies of the "Popular Party, 
the party now stanrie as on opposition force which can act as an effective 
dever in the political arena. The object of its creation was and is to 
preserve a right-wing political group. 
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The princi importance of the party at this time is that it can claim 

thet’ the tibet ete of Themiatocles Sophoulis is not tha only opposition 

in Parliament. Since seven of the eight parties hereto*ore represented 

in Parliament participated in the present coalition gov riment, Sophoulis coula 
normally claim--in the event of the collapse of the present governuent-——that 
he alone win entitled to form a new government. But now, regardless 

of mumerical representation, the existence of the New Markesinis Party con= 
atitutes a wedge for the presurvation of right-wing interests, particularly 
those sponnoring Roval. interesta, 


4» Ona of the principe). followers of Markezinis is Senator Andrew Stratos who is 
closely related to George Stratossprominent in Greek cabinet circles. 
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